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FRANKLIN COUNTY FINANCES 


Temporary tax may be permanent 


By Kimball Perry 
The Columbus Dispatch 


was atemporary sales tax to 
build a jail. 

“That’s where I’m lean- 
ing,” Commissioner Kevin 
Boyce said Monday. 

“T’m still not 100 percent 


Franklin County commis- 
sioners plan to vote Tuesday 
to make permanent what 


decided,” Commissioner 
Marilyn Brown said 
Monday. But she said unless 
she’s provided with new 
information at Tuesday’s 
public hearing that would 


change her mind, she’s also 
in favor of making the sales 
tax permanent. 

The third commissioner, 


SEE TAX, A4 


DEADLY DERAILMENT 


ars from an Amtrak train lay spilled onto Interstate 5 alongside smashed vehicles after a 
derailment Monday in DuPont, Wash. At least three people died and dozens were injured 
in the accident. The train, making the first-ever run along a faster new route, hurtled off 


the overpass at 80 mph. Story, Page A3. 


[ELAINE THOMPSON/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS] 


INSPECTOR GENERAL’S FINDINGS 


Unbid contracts didn't serve Ohio taxpayers 


By Randy Ludlow three favored 
The Columbus Dispatch information- 
technology 
Obtaining the best, lowest- consultants, 
cost deal for Ohio taxpayers Ohio’s inspec- 
wasn’t even a consideration s- tor general has 
as a state agency violated Meyer concluded. 
contacting rules to award Areport 


millions of dollars in over- 
priced, unbid contracts to 


released Monday by Inspec- 
tor General Randall J. Meyer 


confirmed a seven-month 
investigation by The Dis- 
patch that found unbid, 
$200-plus-an-hour con- 
tracts were routed for 

years to certain consulting 
firms over the protest of 
Department of Administra- 
tive Services purchasing 
analysts. 


The agency’s information- 
technology office created 
“opportunities for abusive 
and potentially fraudulent 
activity” through wrong- 
ful conduct that included 
failing to comply with state 
purchasing requirements and 


SEE CONTRACTS, A8 
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AIR TRAVEL 
Atlanta 
airport 
struggles 
back to life 


By Don Schanche Jr. 
and Tom Krisher 
The Associated Press 


High: 53 Low: 32 
Details on Page B12 


ATLANTA — The nation’s 
air-travel system struggled 
to get back on schedule and 
re-book stranded passen- 
gers Monday after a fire 
and blackout at the world’s 
busiest airport forced the 
cancellation of more than 
1,500 flights days before the 
start of the Christmas rush. 

Travelers sat on the 
floor, slumped in chairs or 
stood in long lines at ticket 
counters a day after the 
underground blaze knocked 


SEE AIRPORT, A7 


NATIONAL SECURITY 
Climate change 
not central to 
Trumps strategy 


By Jill Colvin 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON -— Presi- 
dent Donald Trump removed 
climate change from the 
list of worldwide threats 
menacing the United States 
on Monday, a shift that 
underscores the long-term 
ramifications of the “America 
first” world view he laid out 
in his new National Security 
Strategy. 


SEE SECURITY, A5 
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